Report of Wrockwardine Parish Council
to the Annual Parish Meeting: April 19h 2018
Introduction
I am pleased to report that the Parish Council has this year continued its
aim of helping members of the community and continuing our many
improvements to our Parish environment.
Finances
The Parish Council's policy of providing excellent value to all Residents
and delivering services at a lower cost or with an added value to the local
Council Tax payers is we believe, a real benefit to our Community.
The Parish Council continues to deliver a carefully costed and considered
Budget, as it balances the needs of managing it’s increasing commitments
whilst keeping the precept at an acceptable rate.
A copy of the Council’s Accounts is available on the Website.
Newsletter and Communication
Wrockwardine Parish Council has not recently published the Parish
Newsletter, but we hope to return to a more regular publication in the
future. We will also explore the option of an “online” newsletter for the
Parish Council into the future.
Our Clerk continues to place all our Minutes on our website and also
other documents relating to the working of the Council. There is also an
excellent weblog which allows up to the minute information on local
planning and other Parish Council matters.
The Parish council website is at: http://wrockwardine.org.uk
The weblog is at: weblog.wrockwardine.org.uk
Traffic
The Parish Council has recently been in further discussions with T&W
BC Officers and the developers of the land at Allscott Heath. We are very
hopeful that all the time put in by the Traffic Working Group over the

past 2-3 years will pay solid dividends with a traffic calming scheme in
Wrockwardine village, after a full consultation with the local community.
The Parish Council has also been pursuing numerous and various
measures to alleviate and mitigate the effect of the traffic in Admaston
from any development at Allscott Heath. The outlying hamlets of the
Parish are also included in this process of mitigating some of the effects
of the inevitable increase in traffic movements in the Parish.
The development at Haygate Field is now going ahead following the
successful appeal in the High Court, against the Borough Council. The
Parish Council recognises that major junction works will be taking place
near J7 of the M54 to alleviate some of the appalling congestion that
takes place there daily, however, we have not been party to the proposals
at this time.
The Parish Council has opened a channel of communication with the
Developer of this site, and we look forward to working with them in the
future, for the benefit of the soon to be, newest residents of the Parish.
The new car parking area in Wrockwardine on the playing field is now
completed with just the matting installed last year by 2 residents of the
village. We hope this measure will help everyone in the village by
removing some of the poorly and dangerously parked cars that were often
in evidence. It can be fairly said, that the Park has been a victim of its
own success!
The Parish Council has recently purchased a Portable Speed Indicator
Device (SID) to be used at strategic locations around the Parish to try and
discourage speeding motorists by flashing a reminder of the speed limit!
You will be seeing this in the very near future as soon as the exact
locations are agreed.
Street Lighting
Street lighting is a topic that stirs little interest in residents, until it doesn't
work, that is!
The Parish Council is responsible for a large part of the inventory of
street lights in the Parish (but not Highway lights) but over time a number
of new developments have somehow slipped through the net and never
been transferred to the Parish; some have not even been transferred to the
Borough Council and have remained in the ownership of the initial
developer. Some of these developers no longer exist!

The Clerk has recently been carrying out some discussions on the matter
of street lighting within the Parish where the lights have been installed in
the past by a Developer, but over time, maintenance (if any) has slipped,
and the lights cease to work.
The Borough Council will usually not maintain these light as they are not
their property, but this is of little comfort to residents. The Parish Council
is now in discussions with the BC as to whether it should take over these
street lights (subject to proper checks and funding) for the benefit of the
parish residents.
This topic also has relevance with the two, large scale, developments
proposed in the Parish as well as several smaller ones. All these
developments will have street lighting and the Parish Council, as a full
lighting authority, can take these lights over on completion. The Council
is content that it can offer a very cost-effective service in this area for the
benefit of the whole community who contribute to the Precept.
Parish Environmental and Play
Many of you will have seen (and hopefully tried out!) the new outdoor
Gym by now. This was put in by the Parish Council for all of the
community and its location was very much aimed at the many, many,
people who already use Admaston House and Admaston Green. All the
indications from the mud on the equipment and the wear on the
surrounding area is that it is a huge success in a very short time.
In the coming weeks, and as soon as ground conditions allow, the Parish
Council with match funding of £500 Ward Funding from Borough
Councillor Jacqui Seymour, will install a new footbridge at the Southern
end of the Community Orchard, replacing the now dilapidated sleeper
bridge that has been there for many years. It is hoped that this will also
give better access to our Contractor to allow the footpath to be maintained
and to give an easier access to all Users.
The Parish Council has had to call in its Tree Contractor over the past
year, firstly to deal with the damaged Oak tree on the Play Park in
Wrockwardine, and more recently to address the issue of the lowering
branches and the damaged base of the tree on the car park adjacent to
Admaston House. This tree has a Tree Preservation Order on it, so we
will be working very closely with the Borough Council's tree officer to
plan the works in the very near future.

Grants
The Council has again made a number Grants from its Budget to local
bodies and organisations whose work or activities have a positive or
supportive effect on members of our community. A substantial Grant was
recently made to St Peter's Church clock restoration fund.
The Council considers Grant requests twice a year and asks that requests
for Grant Funding be made to the Clerk using the form available from
him, or on the website.
Council Members
The Council has once again has a full complement of Councillors for
2017/18. This is excellent news as it allows the Parish Council to be seen
as a truly democratic body, representing ALL residents of our widely
spread Parish.
I would also like to take the opportunity in my report to inform everyone
that Mr Goldstraw will be stepping down from his role as Clerk later this
year and his expertise, depth of local knowledge and humour will be
hugely missed by all of us on the Council once he has left us and eased
into retirement! The Parish Council will start the recruitment process
shortly, with the aim of a transition over several weeks, to allow the new
Clerk to get a good feel of OUR Community before going solo later this
year...
Thanks
I want to again thank our Clerk, Martin for his invaluable work for the
Council over the past year. His patience and advice are valued by us all,
and especially by the Chairman.... :-)

Steve Rawlings
Chairman: Wrockwardine Parish Council. April 2018

